
 
New Style Impromptu Prompts for 2018/19 

 
 

1. Editorials: These are samples of the longer style format (up to 150 words) that was used up 
until 2011-12 which will once again be an option for tournament use. 
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2. Quotes: Will continue to be similar to what we have been using for the last several years.  
Here are the quotes used at IE State Finals in 2017-18: 

 
 
“The universe is an intelligence test.”  

-- Timothy Leary 
 
 

“Morality is a test of our conformity rather than our integrity.”  
- Jane Rule 

 
 

“Life has a way of testing a person’s will, either by having nothing happen at all  
or by having everything happen at once.”  

-- Paulo Coelho 
 
 

“You don’t have to know what you did wrong. Not everything is a lesson… Sometimes you just fail.” 
-- Dwight Schrute 

 
 

“There is only one day left, always starting over: 
 it is given to us at dawn and taken away from us at dusk.”  

-- Jean-Paul Sartre 
 
 
 

“Failure is the condiment that gives success its flavor.”  
-- Truman Capote 

 
 

 
“Without deviation from the norm, progress is not possible.”  

-- Frank Zappa 
 
 

“There will come a time when you believe everything is finished. That will be the beginning.”  

-- Louis L'Amour  
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3. Resolutions: Typically worded as value statements, contestants will be able to agree or 
disagree. These samples come from NSDA Lincoln-Douglas and Big Questions debate topics:  
  

● Resolved: The United States ought to provide a universal basic income. (L/D Style) 

 

● Resolved: Wealthy nations have an obligation to provide development assistance to other nations. 

(L/D Style) 

 

● Resolved: In the United States, national service ought to be compulsory. (L/D Style) 

 

● Resolved: A just government ought to prioritize civil liberties over national security. (L/D Style) 

 

● Resolved: Civil disobedience in a democracy is morally justified. (L/D Style) 

 

● Resolved: In a democracy, the public’s right to know ought to be valued above the right to privacy of 

candidates for public office. (L/D Style) 

 

● Resolved: Humans are primarily driven by self-interest. (Big Questions style) 

 

● Resolved: Science leaves no room for free will. (Big Questions style) 
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 4. Visual Cues - may include editorial cartoons, newsworthy corporate advertising, issue 
campaigns, iconic photographs and memes.  
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